News of the success of the Denver Street School is growing!
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DSS founder and executive director Tom Tillapaugh was invited to the White House, on two separate occasions in April, as an expert on the dropout crisis and alternative school models. 

Over the past two years the Street School model has been recognized as one of the leading alternative models in the country by the US Department of Education, Newsweek Magazine and First Lady Laura Bush.

The first invitation was for the “White House Summit on Inner City Children and Faith-Based Schools” on April  24th where panelists who believe in and are currently operating urban faith-based schools talked about program and their approach to helping inner-city youth and the crisis they are facing due to lack of funding.  

President Bush spoke at the conference and Tom was able to meet him briefly and shake his hand.  
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Tom was also invited to be a panelist at the April 30th White House policy briefing "The Dropout Epidemic in the U.S. and Cross-Sector Solutions,” hosted by The White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives and America's Promise Alliance headed by General Colin Powell and his wife Alma (pictured left).  

The briefing explored the scope of America’s dropout crisis and offered ways to help reverse this “silent epidemic” in partnership with community-based nonprofits and faith-based organizations, like the Denver Street School.

In his speech, Tom answered the question everyone has been asking, ‘What will it take to increase the graduation rate for at-risk youth?’  

“Sacrificial intervention in the lives of these kids by loving, caring adults to the point of extreme inconvenience… there is no substitute for just physically being with [at-risk] kids, demonstrating your love by your presence and interest in their lives.”

The recent press blitz on the crisis facing our nations schools has helped bring light to the situation and ways that alternative schools are standing in the gap for at-risk youth.
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News of the success of the Street School model has spread to a point where we are called “expert” and asked to share our model to help others realize, initiate and implement programs that will become successful.  

As supporters of the Denver Street School, you know that our model works.  The small classroom sizes, our advocacy program, the loving teachers who dedicate themselves to each and every student, our after school program that keeps students off the streets – all contribute to a successful program.

Thank you for partnering with us to help end this “silent epidemic” one youth at a time!
