	DSS FOUNDER TOM TILLAPAUGH INVITED TO THE WHITE HOUSE FOR FIRST LADY'S RECEPTION; 
STREET SCHOOLS ARE HELPING AMERICA'S YOUTH!
Dear Partners and Friends,

At the invitation of First Lady Laura Bush, I joined 150 individuals in the White House on February 7th for a special reception marking the three-year anniversary of Mrs. Bush's Helping America's Youth Initiative. This event honored leading non-profits and community leaders around the country who are making a significant impact on the lives of America's Youth.
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The event was held in the White House’s east wing.
After we were seated, we were addressed first by President Bush, who said,  "Government is not really about love -- there may be loving people in government, but government itself is laws and justice; love is found in the hearts of our citizens who are in the neighborhoods."
The President then introduced his wife. One of her remarks was the following, "You are adults across the United States who are sharing your time and wisdom and love with our nation's young people. You are serving as role models and friends. And by becoming involved in the lives of children and teens, you're helping young people make the wise decisions that lead to healthy and successful lives."  Mrs Bush’s passion is identical to the mission of the Denver Street School; to help urban and troubled youth learn to make right choices, rise above the circumstances of their lives, and find success in our society. 

Mrs. Bush gave a passionate address about the need to help boys in particular. I am often asked, “How do you help troubled youth, especially boys?” By being with them. In the personal relationships between caring adults and youth at the Street School, we try to set a positive example of everything about life: how to treat people, how to make good choices, how to act and react in the face of adversity and even how to manage money. Kids begin to dwell less on their circumstances and begin to hope for a successful future.
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 One of the means that we use at the Denver Street School and nationally through the National Association of Street Schools is to reach out to our students through our sports programs. They provide such a strong incentive for school attendance and performance to remain eligible to play.  We also teach our kids that they need to learn to help others just as they have been helped so much by our wonderful financial partners and volunteers. The students go on service learning projects and mission trips.  This gives us extra time with them traveling to events and through that means, we are able to re-engage many of them in working toward a positive future.

I have had the privilege of representing Street Schools in Helping America's Youth events in Washington, D.C. and Denver in 2005 and 2006. In 2006, when she held the event in Denver, Denver Street School graduate Jordan Suniga was selected for the honor of introducing Mrs. Bush to the audience.
After we left the White House, my wife Yvonne and I were treated to a personal tour of the US Capitol building by a staffer of Street School friend Senator Wayne Allard.  

Thank you so much for making all this possible through your generous partnership with the Denver Street School!!
Tom


For more information, contact Tom Tillapaugh at 720-299-3420.


 
	About DSS:
The Denver Street School is ………………………
About NASS:
The National Association of Street Schools (NASS) is working nationwide to meet the challenge of at-risk youth by developing a network of schools that provide personalized education, a moral code and tools for self-sufficiency. 

NASS aims to reduce the high school dropout rate by giving students a second chance at educational success through our 50+ member schools. NASS member schools educate the "whole student," with programs addressing academic rigor, career preparation, life-skills building, economic literacy and spiritual development.
Through Tillapaugh's 23 year career at the Denver Street School, and his work since 1996 with the National Association of Street Schools, he has devoted his life to reaching troubled youth and giving them a second chance through education.
www.streetschools.com


